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THIS DAY IN HISTORY…...
1875— Alexander Graham Bell makes first sound transmission
1953— Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II in Westminster Abbey, London, England
1989— 10,000 Chinese soldiers are blocked by 100,000 citizens in Tiananmen Square, Beijing, protecting
students demonstrating for democracy

PRESIDENT ALAN’S ACCOUNT

Thank you to everyone who took the time to provide feedback in the
member survey. It was great to have the majority of members responding,
which will help inform our options for meetings and activities in the
constantly changing circumstances of the coronavirus pandemic.
In the survey responses, it was apparent that many members would like the
opportunity for more casual social time. The weekly zoom meeting is active
from 6.00pm for a 6.30pm start, and can also remain open afterwards when there is not a
board meeting.
Thank you to John Brown, Dee Brown, Sahil Talwar and Rachael Oertel who volunteered
for Meals on Wheels on Sunday.
Our Red Shield Appeal contributions have been growing, which is great to see. Please
pass on the donation information to as many people as possible for the Digital Doorknock
appeal.
Last week we heard from Aaron O'Bryan on his experience working with people who have
suffered from substance abuse and addiction. It was an interesting and insightful Q&A,
which I'm sure many learnt a lot from.
I'm looking forward to seeing you all on Tuesday, and a reminder to all current and
incoming Board Members that we have a joint Board meeting this week following the
regular meeting.

President Alan

IMPORTANT THINGS TO NOTE…...
•

Ryde Rotary will be meeting via Zoom (details on page 6). Each week, can we please have
a volunteer to take notes from our Zoom meetings?

•

Over the next 4 weeks we need EVERYONE to contribute to the HUB — good news stories,
things to make us laugh and smile — to keep Ryde Rotary connected!

•

We’ll be viewing a TED Talk with Bill and Melinda Gates on the formation of the Gates
Foundation during our meeting!

•

Margaret and Malcolm’s house is the collection point for the items for CCA.
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LAST MEETING……..AS RECALLED BY MARGARET MCGREGOR
Shortly after 6.00pm the members start to gather and chatting
takes place. President Alan opened the meeting shortly after
6.30pm and spoke about the great President meeting he had
attended via Zoom. We received the Noel McDonald Bulletin
Award for the best bulletin in the District. Jade was
congratulated for her outstanding work on the Bulletin each and
every week. Jade thanked everyone who has contributed to the
Bulletin and encourages us all to continue to send our
submissions! Ryde Rotary also received the Bronze award for
ShelterBox having given at least $1k each year for the last 3
years. We are all encouraged to attend the largest RI
Convention taking place 20-26 June. Times are printed in the
Hub.

Bringing some class to Ryde Rotary!

Alan opened up the meeting to general discussion and John Dodd said we are tracking towards
our target with Red Shield appeal presently sitting on $900 out of the $1K target. Kalma told us
that after asking RI President Mark Maloney for 15 minutes of his time he very generously gave
about 40 minutes over to questions and open dialogue about Rotary after Covid-19.
Dennise spent time in Concord Hospital where 2 people unfortunately passed away from covid,
quite a story to tell. Ryde Days for Girls have been discussing when to open up their workshops,
at this stage not until September at the earliest. They also have 30 busy ladies working from
home. Ryde Days for Girls is contributing to 3,000 kits going to Vanuatu where there are no
cases of covid. An association with the Jewish faith in the eastern suburbs is taking fabric and
instructions.
Steve reminded us to pay our dues via EFT. Stephen is all clear on the radioactive treatment,
having had grandkids visit, shopping and according to Stephen “life is a ball”.
John Brown in salmon coloured shirt and Adrian Hallett were next on the screen, John said that
as they cannot have dinner out anymore, dinner has been at home with his wife. Adrian has been
visiting Linda and shopping. Linda is improving and has been having
physio and is now standing and showering as a start to coming
home. Her first room was not a happy fit and she now has a window
that opens and her mood is now bright and bubbly. Adrian and his
son have been cleaning up the backyard in preparation but it has
been going slowly.
Nora and Artin have been well and working on the Red Shield
Appeal. Big thank you to Geoff and as it is very difficult at this time
for fund raising with current balance at $15k with the target sitting
$50k.
Patrick got around the coast and saw the
wild seas, with the surfers being pulled by
jet skis out to the waves past the breakers
at the beach.
Rowan has been bike riding his new carbon
fibre bike around Bobbin Head Royal
National Park.
Social distancing on Zoom!
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LAST MEETING……..AS RECALLED BY RACHAEL OERTEL
Rachel has had a good happy week with being able
to be at work for 2 days this week and home for the
remainder. Two little girls have been born to friends
and relatives with Rachel sewing baby thing and
Alan making sure they are not being kept.
Sergeant Geoff was up next and the fines came
thick and fast.
No one was safe including deadly sewing injury
Our South Australian visitors— Robyn & Geoff Oertel!
progress, attending his first Presidents Meeting, a
fake tan in Hub photo, testifying against a husband, Litsa’s birthday, a smile or was it a grimace,
saying boring old district meeting, everyone for blood bank visits or not, everyone for the
unsolved puzzle from Geoff in the Hub
Solutions to the picture puzzle from last week’s Hub:
1. Use social media 2.Watch great escape on tv 3. Open a bottle of burgundy 4. Getup after lunch
5. Raise millions walking around ones garden 6. Deliver groceries to a neighbour
Cross fines filled in the gaps and no one was spared.
Our guest speaker was Aaron O’Bryan who works in the Monaro area as a social worker with
drug and alcohol. Aaron starting off complementing our club, always a good start. Aaron’s work
involves working with rural and indigenous communities in the Monaro area. Aaron put drug use
into perspective, according to the national household drug use survey involving 4 million people
who used or worked in drug areas. Alcohol was involved in 8 out of 10 cases, cannabis 1 in 10
cases, Ice contrary to what the media says is 2 in 100 cases. That does not say that ice is not a
terrible drug. Aaron deals with people whose central nervous system has been either speed up,
slowed down, or perspective and reality is distorted. Aaron spoke about how drug use has been
treated over the years.
Moral mode viewed as a sin.
Disease where you remove the drug and everything is fine
Criminal – the drug is bad, lock up the user with no rehab
Community model where the main reason is lack of community
connections
Community is the model that is now being used with connections
including, friends and family, and access to services e.g men’s
shed.
Aaron was asked if social workers are resilient, his answer was if not then social working is not
for you. They touch base with a psychologist once a month.
There is always a reason for drug use e.g. trauma. Asked about
the decriminalisation of drugs, that is a long way off. Portugal has
legalised all drugs and put the money into
the medical system. Alcohol being the
most used drug is legal.
Bob gave the vote of thanks and our
meeting closed. General discussion
followed for those who stayed on line.
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RYDE ROTARY ZOOM MEETINGS
Every Tuesday at 6.00pm for 6.30pm Sydney Time until further notice
If you are using a computer, you can download the Zoom app here.
Join Zoom Meeting https://us04web.zoom.us/j/881624522?pwd=Vm1GR2lpWHBuWWE4RGxDanFsK1BUdz09
Meeting ID: 881 624 522
Password: 24041946
One tap mobile +61370182005,,881624522# Australia,
+61871501149,,881624522# Australia
Dial by your location +61 2 8015 6011 Australia
Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your
calendar system.
Weekly: https://us04web.zoom.us/meeting/tZwsceusqzko8sgBWFfxzMsGxZpCv8sSzg/ics

SERGEANT’S FINES DURING OUR ZOOM MEETINGS
Sergeant Geoff is keeping track of fines that he is giving us all. When your fines
reach $10, please make a donation into the Ryde Rotary Club
Account - BSB 633 000 - Account 163 462 302
SEMI-ANNUAL FEES ARE DUE

I

f you have not paid your semi-annual membership fees of $145

(digital edition of RDU) or $150 (print edition of RDU),

it would be appreciated if you could pay them BEFORE 19 JUNE.
You may write a cheque or pay by direct credit to —
Rotary Club of Ryde, Inc.
BSB: 633 000
Account No: 163 462 302

$145 (digital RDU) or $150 (print RDU) can be paid for July-December 2020
There is also a different option for 2 Rotarians at the same address—please refer to the Membership Dues email

COVIDSAFE APP
The COVIDSafe app is part of the work to slow the spread of COVID-19.
Having confidence we can find and contain outbreaks quickly will mean
governments can ease restrictions while still keeping Australians safe.
The new COVIDSafe app is completely voluntary. Downloading the app is
something you can do to protect you, your family and friends and save the
lives of other Australians. The more Australians connect to the COVIDSafe
app, the quicker we can find the virus.
For further information: https://www.health.gov.au/resources/apps-and-tools/covidsafe-app
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THE FIRST ONLINE ROTARY INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION — 20-26 JUNE

Now More than Ever, Rotary Connects the World: The 2020 Rotary Virtual
Convention
20-26 June ~ Schedule at a glance
General Session 1: Together, We Connect — Saturday, 20 June — 11.00pm (AEST)
General Session 2: Together, We Learn — Sunday, 21 June — 11.00pm (AEST)
Featured Breakout Sessions - Monday 22 – Friday 26 June
Each day, one breakout session will be offered at each of the following times*:
8:00 – 9:00 Chicago Time (UTC-5) - 11.00pm AEST
12:00 – 13:00 Chicago Time (UTC-5) - 3.00am AEST
18:00 – 19:00 Chicago Time (UTC-5) - 9.00am AEST
For a detailed Breakout Session schedule, click here

JUNE IS ROTARY FELLOWSHIPS MONTH
What are Rotary Fellowships?
Rotary Fellowships are groups of Rotary members who:
Share a common interest in recreational activities, sports,
hobbies, or professions
Further their vocational development with others in the
same profession or field
Enhance their Rotary experience by exploring new
opportunities and making connections around the world
How do Rotary Fellowships operate?
Each fellowship functions independently of Rotary International, establishing its own rules, dues
requirements, and administrative structure. Membership is open to Rotarians,
spouses of Rotarians, and Rotaractors. Fellowships must have an international
scope, with active members in at least three countries.
What are the benefits of Rotary Fellowships?
Enable Rotarians to make lasting friendships outside their own club, district, or
country. Contribute to the advancement of Rotary’s public image and identity.
Serve as an incentive for joining Rotary and for continuing as a member
www.rotary.org/fellowships
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ITEMS NEEDED BY CCA
Thank you to everyone who has already dropped a
range of items over to Margaret and Malcolm’s. CCA
are very appreciative and very thankful for the
donations we have been making. Over the coming
weeks, please continue to drop items to the
They would particularly appreciate: • Food Vouchers •
Toilet Paper • Good quality tinned food and meals
(with ring pulls) • Noodles, pasta, sauce and rice •
Long-life milk and cereal • Muesli bars and snacks • Soap and body wash • Shampoo,
conditioner and sanitary items • Baby food, formula and nappies • Household cleaning
and disinfectant.

RED SHIELD APPEAL 2020
Although we are "distancing", the personal needs of our
disadvantaged are even more apparent. The Club has
supported the Salvos Red Shield Appeal for decades and Nora
currently plays a leading local role.
If you or your friends/relatives want to donate with credit to
Ryde Rotary, please go to:
https://digitaldoorknock.salvationarmy.org.au/ryde-rotary

We have had over $900 in donations to the Salvos so far
through the Ryde Rotary team.
It would be great to well exceed our modest $1,000 target!
Please consider making a tax deductible donation.

SAME KIND OF DIFFERENT AS ME
‘Same Kind Of Different As Me’ premiered this weekend which is movie based on a true story of how a
man experiencing homelessness inspires a couple to
save their marriage.
For every online movie pass purchased, a contribution
is made to The Red Shield Appeal!
Synopsis: Successful businessman Ron Hall (Greg Kinnear) and his wife, Deborah
(Renée Zellweger), discover a renewed sense of purpose when they begin to volunteer at
a local mission in Fort Worth, Texas. Their lives change forever when they develop an unlikely friendship with Denver Moore (Djimon Hounsou), a homeless man who inspires
them to save their struggling marriage. VIEW TRAILOR
Purchase your online movie pass
Rug up, microwave that popcorn, and tangibly support those doing it tough this winter!
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FROZEN: THE MUSICAL — MARCH 2021
This is an opportunity for all members' families to be
involved (especially those with granddaughters!)
FROZEN is the mega Disney musical that has now been
translated to the stage at the Capitol Theatre. Songs like
"Let it go" and "For the first time in forever" are known
word for word by many younger people.
Our booking for September this year has been pushed back to:
Sunday 7 March 2021 at 1.00pm
with our seats dead centre, Rows S and T.
We can still get the "early bird" rate of $99 per ticket, but must confirm by end of September
2020.
Please ask your families if they want to attend: and expect them to sing along with every song.
Please get back to John D with numbers by the end of September - I'll extract payments later.

A TYPICAL DAY IN THE LIFE OF TWO VIRUS PRISONERS
Prior to rising, we listen to the news. What happened yesterday with respect to those who caught
the virus and those whom it kills. With this information we get up and have breakfast – the usual
muesli with LSA, prunes, blueberries and yoghurt. We read the newspaper and map the day out!
Always the sudoku and KenKen. Housework, we don’t have our cleaners. We have set a
biweekly routine here. The sitting room Monday, dining room Tuesday, studies Wednesday etc.
By this time we need coffee. I go to the post office and on the way back pick up two croissants
which we eat with percolated coffee. Whilst doing this we do the crossword, with any crosswords!
I do my back exercises - 5 of this, 10 of that, and 20 of that!
Now to a walk - these days I shoot off on my own as I walk faster and for longer – hopefully 5000
paces as a minimum. Maybe some TV prior to lunch - I have watched all the Start Wars films in
the first month. I have now watching 12 episodes of Fauda (look it up).
Shopping on an absolute needs basis to a list only. I do
Harris Farm and Yvonne does the supermarket. We have
now given up ordering from Woolies and Harris Farm –
the latter as they had a poor success rate of exactly what
we ordered!
In the afternoon I work at my desk and Yvonne is knitting
squares for charity. We may go to Coogee to walk along
the cliff tops. We may rest, we may not! My eyes wear
me down. Check my emails, lots of stuff from overseas
family about Trump. Tea at 4. Homemade buttermilk cake from a Scottish recipe. Arrange to get
some to the family. I’ve have made three to date. My grandchildren have made bread and cakes
but we only see them in photos along with their new chickens. Pretty poor.
Dinner—anything from soup to sausages; Haloumi to lamb chops all with various vegies. Must
watch the news. Tried 9? Lousy – all you hear about are the murders, car crashes, and other anti
-social carryings on. Little real news. So we stick to SBS and ABC. Let’s consider this to be the
end of the day. Thank you.
Patrick Longfield
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CONNECTING IN A COVID-19 WORLD
One World — Together at Home Concert: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nTd5Trp1pbg
Andrea Bocelli—Music for Hope: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=huTUOek4LgU
We are the World: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0MWNW_a35oY
Imagine: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MO97wSZmBmg

LOOKING FOR A LAUGH?

Happy hour is starting earlier and earlier. If this keeps up, I'll be pouring wine in my cereal!
Today's Weather? Room temperature
30 Days Hath September, April, June and November. All the rest have 31 ... except March which
had 8000.
This is stupid. I just tried to make my own hand sanitizer and it came out as a rum & coke!
If you get an email with the subject "Knock-Knock", don't open it. It's a Jehovah Witness working
from home.
The longer this goes on, the harder it will be to return to a society where pants and bras are
required!
After a few days of not going out, I saw someone I knew walking by on the sidewalk outside. I
immediately ran to the window and started yelling to them. Now I understand dogs.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
20—26 June

First Virtual Rotary International Convention

WHAT HAVE RYDE ROTARIANS BEEN UP TO?

Patrick & Yvonne have been visiting the cliffs of Coogee - here
are the big swells during the week, can you spot the surfer?

Anna is usually finishing up triathlon season
this month. Given COVID there are no races,
so she took her friend out who is new to
cycling the other week which end up in a semimajor crash (and lots of bruises and a bit of
bike damage). Now that her bike is fixed, she
took it for an early morning 55km bike ride up
the M7. It was very foggy so hard to see in the
distance, but also made for stunning cycling
weather. It’s great to be back out cycling—if
there are enough social cycling enthusiasts in
the club, perhaps we could get together for a
ride?

Debbie has been doing some jigsaw
puzzles!
Over the last 7 Sundays, Jade has helped manage
District Assembly
and the Breakout
Sessions — over 32
hours of Rotary
content and staring
at a screen….

Rowan’s new machine!

Ann catching up with
her grandson Eddie and
dog Harry.

CLUB BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
3 June

Carolyn Metcalfe

Partner — Birthday

6 June

Duncan Taylor

42 years in Ryde Rotary

7 June

Ian Henderson

32 years in Ryde Rotary

Deadline to submit material in The HUB is Friday 5pm unless otherwise arranged
11

ROTARY CLUB OF RYDE

Rotary is a worldwide organisation of more than 1.2 million business, professional, and
community leaders. Members of Rotary clubs, known as Rotarians, provide humanitarian service,
encourage high ethical standards in all vocations, and help build goodwill and peace in the world.
There are 34,000 Rotary clubs in more than 200 countries and geographical areas. Clubs are non
-political, nonreligious, and open to all cultures, races, and creeds. As signified by the motto
“Service above Self”, Rotary’s main objective is service — in the community, in the workplace,
and throughout the world.

OBJECT OF ROTARY
The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the ideal of service as a basis of worthy
enterprise and, in particular, to encourage and foster:
•FIRST: The development of acquaintance as an opportunity for service;
•SECOND: High ethical standards in business and professions; the recognition of the worthiness
of all useful occupations; and the dignifying of each Rotarian’s occupation as an opportunity to
serve society;
•THIRD: The application of the ideal of service in each Rotarian’s personal, business, and
community life;
•FOURTH: The advancement of international understanding, goodwill, and peace through a world
fellowship of business and professional persons united in the ideal of service.

THE FOUR-WAY TEST

ROTARY GRACE

Of the things we think, say & do:

O Lord and giver of all good
We thank you for our daily food
May Rotary friends and Rotary ways
Help us to serve you all our days.

1. Is it the truth?
2. Is it fair to all concerned?
3. Will it build goodwill and better friendships?
4. Will it be beneficial to all concerned?

ADVANCE AUSTRALIA FAIR
Australians all let us rejoice, for we are young and free;
We’ve golden soil and wealth for toil;
Our home is girt by sea;
Our land abounds in nature’s gifts,
of beauty rich and rare;
In history’s page, let every stage, Advance Australia Fair.
In joyful strains then let us sing, Advance Australia Fair!
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